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Ben1gno Muniz Jr. (bmuniz@rain.org) wrote:

> : space program as a JFK program, and this bothered him immensely. The

> : space program was a constant reminder of JFK's success. By killing it all
> together, Nixon didn't have to be reminded of the greatness of JFK.

>

> Please provide a citation for this information.

"According to Willis Shapley, one of the top men inside NASA at the time,
Paine was keep on as administrator for only one reason. 'They realized
that this moon program was coming to a fruition and it was a Kennedy
program... Also it could be the world's biggest disaster ... so therefore,
1t was very important to let a New Deal Democrat like Tom Paine be
adminstrator so you could lay it all at his feet'" (Trento, J. J,
"Prescription for Disaster", Crown, 1987, p.98)

Paine was not kept on for only one reason. They tried hard to find a
replacement, but everyone knew that NASA was not going to get any money
out of the administration after Apollo (budget cuts were in the cards)
and so no one accepted it.

Re: Nixon looking for a new administrator: "'And the reason he couldn't
get anybody was that everyone he asked to run NASA asked what kind of
committment are you going to make to me to run NASA. And Nixon said, 'I

don't know what we're going to give to the space program'" (ibid.)
"NASA was Kennedy's agency and Nixon would give it as little support as he
could get away with politically (op. cit., p.99, from and interview w/ Dr.

John Naugle) .

These are personal opinions of what they thought that Nixon believed. }
But they did not deal with Nixon directly and had no direct knowledge of /f//
what he believed.

No one has demonstrated that Nixon disliked NASA because he thought it

"was Kennedy's agency." In fact, the history does not support that

view. In fact, Nixon deserves some credit for the creation of NASA as

Vice President. At a Feb 4, 1958 meeting, Eisenhower said that he

thought all space could be handled at DoD. His science advisor argued

hard to have a civilian agency for scientists. But Nixon raised-the
ampeslanceef-having. it fop-amagespurposes. This is from the minutes of

a meeting at the White House, so it is not simply someone's opinion of

what they thought the president wanted. See Exploring the Unknown, pg. 631.

He may not have been fond of Apollo, but neither was Eisenhower or a lot
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of other Republicans, who saw it as a waste of a lot of money.

There are no direct comments attributable to Nixon where he opposed space
_because of Kennedy. HWW?:
of~them-over—to—the-White-House and loved to hear their stories. He even
agreed (for complex reasons) to commit to the shuttle. But he was
fiscally conservative on a lot of things and this extended to space.
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THE PRESIDENCY OF RICHARD NIXON

he appeared to drift.”1® But he was focused enough to refuse categorically
to offer a statement of contrition. When Becker threatened to return to
Washington, Ziegler prepared several different drafts of innocuous state.
ments to meet Ford'’s requests. Haig had already informed Ziegler that the
president was going to pardon Nixon no matter what, so he'and the former
president could afford to resist Becker’s demands. Nixon finally approved
a statement in which he admitted that he was “wrong in not acting more
decisively and more forthrightly,” and that he had made “mistakes and
misjudgments” that might lead people to think that he had acted illegally.
He now knew that he had handled Watergate in the “wrong way” and that
it was a “burden I shall bear for every day of the life that is left to me 17
Even with that mild statement, Nixon told Julie on 8 September, the day
that Ford pardoned him, “This is the most humiliating day of my life "1s

Speaking from the Oval Office at 11:05 that morning, Ford discussed
the “American tragedy [that] could go on and on and on, or someone must
write ‘The End’ to it.  have concluded that only I can do that, and if I can,
I must. ... 1 feel that Richard Nixon and his loved ones have suffered
enough.” Further, he doubted whether Nixon could ever get a fair trial or
due process. Ford then signed Proclamation 4311 granting “a full, free, and
absolute pardon unto Richard Nixon for all offenses against the United
States, which he, Richard Nixon, has committed or may have committed
or taken part in during the period from January 20, 1969 through August
9,1974.” ‘

For Ford, this was “an unbelievable lifting of a burden.” He admitted
to having “failed to anticipate the vehemence of the hostile reaction to my
decision.” The American people “wanted to see him [Nixon] drawn and
quartered publicly.”!” Ford’s favorability rating in the polls dropped from
71 to 49 percent; mail and telegrams to the White House ran five to one
against the pardon. Jerry terHorst, Ford’s press secretary, resigned in pro-
test over an act he “felt was ethically wrong.”?’ With their eyes on the
upcoming congressional elections, most Republicans on Capitol Hill were
furious with Ford. Senator Marlow Cook (R-Ky.) complained, “Doesn’t he
have any sense of timing.”?! As for Senate Democrats, they introduced a
resolution on 11 September, which passed by a vote of fifty-five to twenty-
four, opposing any more Watergate pardons until the defendants had
gone on trial and all their appeals had been exhausted. Several weeks
later, Nixon called Ford and offered to give up his pardon if it would make
the president’s life any easier.

The outcry throughout the nation was so great that Ford took the un-
precedented action of volunteering to go before a House Judiciary subcom-
mittee to explain his actions. His appearance on 17 October marked the
first time a president had testified in Congress since George Washington.
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RUNNING FOR EX-PRESIDENT

Explaining his reasons for the pardon and emphatically stating, “There was
no deal, period, under no circumstances,” Ford testified for two hours,
facing gentle and polite questioning. Ford lost the popular vote to Jimmy
Carter in the 1976 election by 2 percent. Seven percent of those who re-
sponded to exit polls reported that they had voted against Ford because of
the pardon. )

More Americans might have voted against Ford had they known about
Nixon’s attempt in the days after his resignation to ship all his presiden-
tial papers and tapes to San Clemente. Presidents had established their
rights to their personal papers, but in this case, many of those documents
would be needed in impending criminal cases. In 1973, Nixon had signed
an agreement to donate his presidential papers to the National Archives.
The day before he resigned, he changed the deed of gift, retaining sole
access to his papers and any photocopying.

On 7 August, Rose Mary Woods had asked William Gulley, a marine
sergeant in charge of the White House military office and liaison with
former presidents, to begin making arrangements to pack up and ship
Nixon'’s personal property to San Clemente. Two days later, Nixon called
Haig from California asking to have his papers flown out to him. That same
day, Jerry Jones, an aide Haig had entrusted with the tapes, instructed the
White House staff to separate all Ford and Nixon materials, copy what it
needed, and get ready to ship everything over the next few days. Gulley,
who had advised Nixon to work quickly to retrieve his materials while
the Ford White House was in disarray, “started shipping stuff out to San
Clemente as fast it fell in my hands.” Nixon told a sympathetic Gulley on
11 August, “Look I'm entitled to anything that any former President is
entitled to.”?2 That included 46 million pages of documents and 950 reels
of tape that could fill three fifty-foot boxcars.

On the night of 11 August, Benton Becker happened to see boxes being
loaded into an air torce truck in the White House driveway. He quickly
discovered what was going on, and when the uniformed personnel refused
to heed his order to stop loading, he called out the Secret Service to en-
force it. He then informed Ford about the shipment then on its way to
Andrews Air Force Base and San Clemente. Becker considered the action
“the final act of coverup of Watergate.”?* Although Becker did stop the
shipment that night, and also halted the destruction of records in the White
House burn room, not everyone had gotten the message. On 12 August,
Jones was boxing up the tapes to be sent to Nixon when Buzhardt stopped
him, because “if we let these tapes out of here, all hell is going to break
loose. You and I may go to jail.”* By that point, 400,000 pounds of mate-
rial had already been sent to California, and other documents had been
burned or shredded. When Nixon found out that the flow of his materials
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THE PRESIDENCY OF RICHARD NIXON

IRS investigate big Jewish contributors to the Democrats. One problen, .

according to Nixon, was that “the IRS is full of Jews.”%0

InJuly 1970, Tom Huston had complained to Haldeman that “we don't

have any reliable political friends at IRS.”®! Nixon finally removed the
unresponsive head of the agency, Randolph Thrower, a Republican, in ear]

1971 and replaced him with Johnnie Walters. Dean told Walters that ho . -

had a “firm requirement and responsibility” to make investigations for the
administration.®? Those to be investigated were political opponents whose

names appeared on several different updated “enemies lists” or, as one

staffer referred to them, “bad guys list[s].”83

Although administration defenders explained that such lists were main- i

tained merely to make certain that the wrong people did not get invited to
the White House, Nixon clearly did not have that in mind when he asked
Haldeman in November 1970 to compile a list of opponents in the media
the arts, Congress, and the eastern establishment and to develop “an intelj
ligent program . .. to take them on.”# Among the hundreds of people who
appeared on lists compiled by Dean, Colson, Huston, and others were
entertainment figures Bill Cosby, Paul Newman, Barbra Streisand, and
Gregory Peck; journalists Mort Kondracke, Richard Rovere, and Tom

Wicker; academics Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., J. Kenneth Galbraith, and Yale -

president Kingman Brewster; New York Jets quarterback Joe Namath; and

scores of Democratic politicians. Also making the lists were organizations =

such as the Ford Foundation.

Conceding that this activity was “sleazy and sophomoric,” speechwriter .

Ray Price claims that Nixon never saw the lists and that the IRS, especially
when Shultz was secretary of the treasury, resisted pressure to audit ene-
mies.® In fact, when Dean told the president in September 1972 that Shultz
was not being cooperative with his IRS investigations, Nixon threatened

that after the election “the whole Goddamn bunch [IRS would] go out” and 2

that Shultz would be “out as Secretary of the Treasury.”*

Whether Nixon ever saw the lists, he was aware that the IRS’s Special

Services staff did investigate many of his “enemies” among the 8,500 indi-
viduals and 2,900 groups and instifutions targeted by the administration.
Nixon wanted to “use our power” with the IRS the same way the Demo-
crats had used the agency against him and other Republicans (as he
claimed—to some degree correctly).®”

Nixon’s path to the nomination'was relatively easy. He faced token oppo-
sition from the Left from Pete McCloskey and from the Right from Ohio

representative John Ashbrook. McCloskey, whom Buchanan portrayed as _

a “Democratic tool” backed by “New York Jewish money and California

262

adlind

THE ROAD TO REELECTION

fat cat money,” peaked in New Hampshire when he took 20 percent of
the vote.8®

The White House meticulously managed a four-day coronation cere-
mony at its Miami convention in August. According to Nixon aide David
Gergen, campaign organizers “actually provided, down to the minute, a
script for the whole convention,” including “spontaneous” demonstrations
and moments for applause.® Further, the media-savvy Republicans estab-
lished a format that forced the networks to carry their propaganda films.
Few Americans seemed concerned when the script was leaked to the press
pefore the convention took place.

During 1971 and into 1972, Nixon talked frequently of wanting to drop
Vice President Agnew, whom he considered a bothersome lightweight, for
John Connally. Haldeman told the outspoken Agnew early on, “The Presi-
dent does not like you to take an opposite view ata cabinet meeting or say
anything that can be construed to be mildly not in accord with his think-
ing.”* Nixon preferred to keep him out of his sight, sending him on mean-
mgless foreign trips. On a one-month Asian tour, Agnew was able to play
golf thirteen times. Yet the colorful vice president was so popular with the
Gilent Majority that Nixon found it expedient to select him as his running
mate once again. But, he maintained, “he’s not the one for '76 but we may
be stuck w/him—We will not help him.”*!

Antiwar protesters and other radicals appeared in Miami Beach to mar
the well-orchestrated proceedings, with the police compelled to use tear
gas against them on 23 August. The “Last Patrol” of more than 1,000 VVAW
members created the largest stir, particularly Ron Kovic, Bobby Muller, and
Bill Wieman, three disabled veterans who were able to get into the audito-
rium to stage a brief protest, shouting “Stop the Bombing, Stop the War.”
The Secret Service quickly ejected them before the script needed to be al-
tered. Throughout the campaign, when unruly dissenters confronted Nixon
or his surrogates with shouts and chants, they were often thrown out of
meeting halls extralegally, either by the local police or by campaign stafters,
who in many cases violated the protesters’ First Amendment rights.

In his acceptance speech on 23 August, delivered according to the script
in prime time, Nixon responded to McGovern’s “come home America
theme” with, “To those millions who have been driven out of their home
in the Democratic party we say come home. . . not to another party, but . ..
to the great principles we Americans believe in together . . . members of a
new American majority bound together by our common ideas.”

Nixon left the convention holding a 69 to 30 percent lead over McGovern
in the polls. In an attempt to win as massive a victory in November as
possible, prepatory to introducing his “New American Revolution” that
would loosen the liberals’ stranglehold on the political system, Nixon went
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“often makes bad policy. ... Public debate is conducted increasingly i, -
slogans and one-liners.”7! ‘
Nixon offered his aides public-relations tips on how best to feature him_
Five days into his presidency, he told Ehrlichman to get out the word tha;
“RN has wit, is kind to his staff, that he works long hours, that people in '
the Cabinet and Security Council and all who come to see him are im.
mensely impressed by his ability to preside over a meeting, to grasp a sub-
ject, that he reads an immense amount of material etc.””2 But he also realizeq
~ his problems, noting that “I've got to put on my nice-guy hat and dance at
the White House . . . but let me make it clear that's not my nature.”7’ 4
To send out his promotional messages, he established the “Five O'Clock
Group” of high-level aides who met daily to plan and evaluate public-
relations policies. On one day alone, 22 September 1969, he dictated nine
separate memos to Haldeman on public-relations issues, one of which
called for impressing the public with his “hard work, dignity, programs,
world leader restoring respect for the United States.”7* Several months later,
he told his advisers to “build a mythology re the P[resident],” pointing out
that even though Taft was a better president than Theodore Roosevelt,
Roosevelt has been recorded as greater than Taft because of the way he |
developed his mythology.” In 1971, Haldeman was still concerned that |
Nixon’s “courage, boldness, and guts has not come through.”7¢ But even
Haldeman thought that Nixon spent too much time on his image; “it would
work a lot better if he would quit worrying about it and just be President.”7 -7
Nixon and his aidés also tried to appeal to what they called “Metro
America” by showcasing attractive members of their administration.
Magruder compared young White House aide Martin Anderson to Mel
Laird—"he’s got more hair,a Ph.D., a sexy wife, drives a Thunderbird, and 3
lives in a high rise apartment.””® Magruder also singled out an obscure, -
young, attractive White House counsel named John Dean as a possible .
model for the administration. :

Nixon constantly looked for opportunities to appear on television in 1

one or another precedent-shattering activity, whether it was the first visit
to a communist country or talking to men on the moon. Many of his -
speeches began, “This is the first time in history that . ..” When on 20 July .
1969 Neil Armstrong and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin announced that “the Eagle .

has landed” on the moon and that the Apollo 11 mission had been success-
ful, the president called them: “Hello Neil and Buzz, I am talking to you
by telephone from the Oval Office in the White House, and this certainly
has to be the most historic telephone call ever made from the White House.” ¥
The New York Times criticized the president for “sharing the stage with the =

astronauts.”” Although Nixon had been a promoter of space missions in
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the Eisenhower administration, the Apollo 11 mission was a result of Presi-
dent Kennedy’s promise to land a man on the moon by the end of the de-
cade and thus beat the Russians in the space race. -

When the astronauts splashed down in the South Pacific on 24 July,
Nixon met them aboard the Hornet to announce, “This is the greatest week
in the history of the world since Creation,"’.a‘comment tl:wt caused even
his good friend Billy Graham to gently criticize the president for hyper-
pole. Far less well-publicized was the fact that for budgetary reasons, the
administration would soon cut back on the space program, opposing the
puliding of a space station (although approving the development of a space
chuttle i1 1972), the manned exploration of Mars, and the Saturn program.
i}ut 111969, the administration and the United States received a gopd deal
of favorable publicity as the astronauts toured the world with their moon
rocks. When Apollo 12 landed on the moon in November, however, the
public-relations activities were much more low-key, in part because the{e
were no live transmissions from the moon due to the failure of the televi-
sion cameras in the landing vehicle.

One major problem with his press and public-relations campaigns, as
Nixon saw it, was that his director of communications, his old friend
Herbert Klein, proved to be too friendly with the journalists he was sup-
posed to be manipulating. In September 1969, Haldeman made Jeb Stuart
Magruder Klein’s deputy to bring a harder, more aggressive edgeto press
relations. In early 1971, Colson, Nixon’s ablest expert in hardball politics,
took over most of Klein’s responsibilities. By then, Klein had become, as
Ehrlichman writes, “among the walking dead.” But characteristically,
Nixon found it impossible to fire his friend, even though he thought, “He
just doesn’t have his head screwed on.”® Finally, in July 1973, Klein left
the administration and was replaced by Kenneth Clawson, who had been
one of Colson’s assistants. White House ombudsman Clark Mollenhoff felt
that “if Nixon had paid attention to Herb Klein it would have been a dif-
ferent presidency.”® Compared with Klein, most of the aides who handled
public relations for the president had limited experience in caring for and
feeding the national press. g

Klein, Ziegler, Buchanan, Colson, Chapin, Safire, Clawson, and others
met frequently to plan public-relations strategy. Every Nixon program had
to be accompanied by a detailed plan for public relations. For example, they
tried to sell Vietnamization with “Cocktails with Clawson” functions. The
revenue-sharing program announced in the 1971 State of the Union mes-
sage had a “game plan” that ran 158 pages. In an example of the magni-
tude of these activities, from November 1970 through January 1971, the
Office of Communications sponsored 465 speakers on various programs.
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UFO INVESTIGATOR

RUPPELT REVERSES STAND
ON UFOs

As predicted by NICAP in the June
1959 UF0 Investigator, Capt. Edward
Js Ruppelt, former chief of the Alr
Force UF0 investigation project, has
reversed his position on UF0s in a
revised edition of his book. The
move came after Ruppelt had toured
the country appearing on television
along with some of the major UFD
witnesses, implying endorsement of
their sightings, NICAP can only
assume that the switch was caused
by severe pressure from the Air
Force.

In a recent statement to the press
in California in connection with
release of his revised book, Ruppelt
said he was now convinced that UF0s
were nothing but 1llusions, The new
edition of his book 1s unchanged
except for the addition of three new
chapters on the end-——one devoted to
ridicule of "contactee" claims.

As many members have pointed out,
the added chapters contradict the
first part ot the book, without any
explanation, The earlier edition had
cited many serious reports from
pilots and other experienced observ-
ers which could not be explained and
had been accepted by Ruppelt as
genuine "unknowns," Yet with no add-
itional information, Ruppelt has
reversed himself completely and now
says he considers all of the reports
explainable as natural phenomena.

Among the "unknown" cases cited by
Ruppelt was the August 12, 1953,
Rapid City, S.0., sighting in which
a UFO was seen by two iet pilots and
ground observers, simultaneously
tracked by ground and airborne radar.
"This was an unknown—the best,"
Ruppelt said., There was no explanat-
ion for 1t at the time, and there
st1ll 1s none. Later the Air Force
confirmed that gun camera photographs
of the UFO were obtained, but denied
that they could be analyzed.

It seems odd that while active as
the Project Blue Book chief, Ruppelt
could find no explanations for this
and other good cases; but now that
he no longer has access to all of the
sources of information necessary to
check a UFQ sighting he has been ablo1
to find answers, Guesswork of this
sort hardly provides the "realistic
and knowledgeable explanations"
which the Air Force says its person—
nel must give the publig.The strain
reversal would not appear to be of
Ruppelt's own choosing.

We are indebted to the Little
Listening Post (4811 Illinois Ave.,
N.W,, Wash., D.C.) for a lead to an
importart news item in thie issue.
Besides comments on the UF0 situat-
ion, including some "contactee” re—
ports, LLP covers many other unrel-
ated subjects in a mimeographed

newsletter,

NICAP ADVISER WINS
FREEDOM AWARD

California columnist George Todt,
a member of the national ng:P Panel
of Special Advisers, has been award-
od a Freedom Foundation George Wash-
ington Honor Medal in ceremonies at
Valley Forge, Pa., February 22, The
citation mentioned his October 23,
1959, column "United States Day
Thoughts" on Americanism, Freedom
Foundation awards are made annually
for contributions to a better under-
standing and appreciation of the
American way of life. Mr, Todt, who
has frequently supported NICAP in
his colunn in the San Fernando Valley
Times, will be a member of the new
high-level NICAP investigating Sub-
committee under formation in the los
Angeles area. He has long advocated
presenting the facts on UF0s to the
public, and favors open Congression—
al hearings to end the controversy
and establish the facts,

AKRON COMMITTEE PUBLISHES NEW
REPORT

The Akron UF0 Research Committee,
which published the "Fitzgerald
Report!" documenting a haphazard Air
Force UF0 investigation, has printed
a new booklet on the February 1959
sighting of three UFOs by American
and United Airlines pilots,

Coples of the new booklet on the
"Killian case" (Capt. Peter Killian
of American Airlines was the key
witness) can be obtained for $1.00
each. (P.0. Box 5242, Akron 13, Ohio)

Canadian Editor Decries
Ridicule

Another newspaper editor has spoken
out about the UF0 problem following
a series of UF0 sightings. in western
Canada last fall,

An editorial in the Calgary, Alta.,
Herald, October 6, said:

"Diligent and responsible research
into the fascinating problem by
trained, scientific observers has
turned up a significant number of
cases for which there 1s no known
logical or scientific explanation...
It 1s, of course, impossible to say
whether these objects actually exist
and whether they do come from a world
not our own, but 1t 1s equally im—
possible for anyone who considers the
matter more than superficially to say
that they don't exist..,.It 1s conceit
of the rankest kind to condemn them
out of hand; to hold that man alone
on this planet 1s the only species
which could possibly design and build
something which performs in the way

the UF0s have been reported as doing."|

ROCKEFELLER SAYS
REPUTABLE WITNESSES
SHOULD BE HEARD

Governor Nelson Rockefeller through
an aide recently agreed with NICAP
that UFO reports from such respected
professional people as experienced
military and airline pilots "should
be given all reasonable credence.”
The statement, coming in response to
a query by the New York City NICAP
Affiliate, added:

"Insofar as keeping the American
people properly informed on this or
any matter of national concern, the
Governor 1s of the opinion that
except in those instances where the
public disclosure of information
would be detrimental to our national
socurity, 1t 1s vital to our demo—
cratic processes that the general
public be promptly and completely
informed,"

The Air Force has repeatedly said
that UF0s do not represent a threat
to the national security (official
letters to that effect are on file
at NICAP, and may be viewed by any
newsmen,) Instead, the Air Force
has kept UFO reports "For 0fficial
Use Only" giving to members of
Congress the excuse that the names
of witnesses must be held confident-
tal,

MAX MILLER SUSPENDS
PUBLICATION OF "SAUCERS"

Max B, Miller, long-time student
of unidentified flying objects (UFOs)
and author of the Trend book "Flying
Saucers—Fact or Fiction?," has
suspended his magazine "Saucers"
after seven years of publication,

In a letter notifying NICAP of his
decision, Miller promised full
support of NICAP and offered his
services in photographic work. He
was recently commended by the Air
Force Association for an Moutstanding
film" of the 1959 World Congress of
Flight,

Miller has made important contrib-
utions toward public acceptance of
UFOs. NICAP regrets the suspension
of his publication, but we are con-
fident that he will re-evaluate the
UFO situation in the light of recent
deve lopments and continue to work
for a final solution to the UFO
prob lem,

In view of his experience in
photography, as linked with UF0
investigations, NICAP has invited
Miller to become a Special Adviser
for photography. His commendation
from the Alr Force Association read,
in part: "We want to congratulate
you on this very magnificent piece
of work. Without doubt, it is by far
the most comprehensive coverage that
we have seen—and it seems that we
have viewed thousands upon thousands
of feet."
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newsletter,

a series of UF0 sightings. in western
Canada last fall,

An editorial in the Calgary, Alta.,
Herald, October 6, said:

"Diligent and responsible research
into the fascinating problem by
trained, scientific observers has
turned up a significant number of
cases for which there is no known
logical or scientific explanation...
It 1s, of course, impossible to say
whether these objects actually exist
and whether they do come from a world
not our own, but 1t is equally im-
possible for anyone who considers the
matter more than superficially to say
that they don't exist.,.It 1s conceit
of the rankest kind to condemn them
out of hand; to hold that man alone
on this planet 1s the only species
which could possibly design and build
something which performs in the way
the UFOs have been reported as doing.

"

ROCKEFELLER SAYS
REPUTABLE WITNESSES
SHOULD BE HEARD

Governor Nelson Rockefeller through
an aide recently agreed with NICAP
that UFO reports from such respected
professional people as experienced
military and airline pilots "should
be given all reasonable credence,”
The statement, coming in response to
a query by the New York City NICAP
Affiliate, added:

"Insofar as keeping the American
people properly informed on this or
any matter of national concern, the
Governor 1s of the opinion that
except 1n those instances where the
public disclosure of information
would be detrimental to our national
socurity, 1t 1s vital to our demo-
cratic processes that the general
public be promptly and completely
informed,"

The Air Force has repeatedly said
that UFOs do not represent a threat
to the national security (official
letters to that effect are on file
at NICAP, and may be viewed by any
newsmen,) Instead, the Air Force
has kept UFO reports "For 0fficial
Use Only" giving to members of
Congress the excuse that the names
of witnesses must be held confident-
1al,

MAX MILLER SUSPENDS
PUBLICATION OF "SAUCERS"

Max B, Miller, long-time student
of unidentified flying objects (UFOs)
and author of the Trend book "Flying
Saucers—Fact or Fiction?," has
suspended his magazine "Saucers"
after seven years of publication.

In a letter notifying NICAP of his
decision, Miller promised full
support of NICAP and offered his
services in photographic work. He
was recently commended by the Air
Force Association for an "outstanding
film" of the 1959 World Congress of
Flight,

Miller has made important contrib-
utions toward public acceptance of
UF0s, NICAP regrets the suspension
of his publication, but we are con-
fident that he will re~evaluate the
UF0 situation in the light of recent
deve lopments and continue to work
for a final solution to the UFO
problem,

In view of his experience in
photography, as linked with UFO
investigations, NICAP has invited
Miller to become a Special Adviser
for photography. His commendation
from the Air Force Association read,
in part: "We want to congratulate
you on this very magnificent piece
of work. Without doubt, it 1s by far
the most comprehensive coverage that
we have seen—and it seems that we
have viewed thousands upon thousands
of feet."
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FOREWORD

The Nixon Presidential Materials Staff is the custodian of the materials created during the Presidency of
Richard M. Nixon, 1969-1974. The staff is one of eleven Presidential Libraries and projects
administered by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA). Although President Nixon
was in office for only five years, his papers comprise the second largest collection of any Presidential
Library. The Nixon Presidential materials consist of approximately 44 million pages, of which about 7
million are available for public research. There are also 30,000 gifts, approximately 500,000
photographs, 700 hours of film, over 4,000 hours of “off the air" video recordings, and 4,469 audio
recordings, all available for research. In addition, the Nixon Project, as we are commonly known, has
950 Nixon White House tapes.

The Nixon Presidential materials are processed and released for public research in accordance with the
Presidential Recordings and Materials Preservation Act of 1974 (PRMPA) and its implementing public
access regulations (36 CFR 1275). The law, which applies only to Nixon Presidential materials,
stipulates that those materials relevant to the understanding of Abuse of Governmental Power and
Watergate are to be processed and released to the public as quickly as possible. The law also states that
NARA must segregate and return to the estate of former President Nixon those materials considered to
be private political or private personal. Therefore, the publicly available materials relate to Abuses of
Governmental Power and to the constitutional and statutory duties of the President and his White House
staff.

In the course of processing. the Nixon Project has released to the public approximately 2,280 cubic feet
of materials. This includes the White House Special Files (WHSF) -- the most frequently researched
materials in our custody -- Staff Member and Office Files (SMOF), and White House Central Files
(WHCEF) Subject File categories. Currently, the Nixon Project staff is processing the White House
Central Files and has an ambitious program to process the remaining Staff Member and Office Files. In
addition, the Project processes Alpha Name Files and other collections in responsz to researcher
requests. Keep in mind, though, that once a collection 1s processed, it cannot be made available
immediately for research. The public access regulations under which we operate require us to publish a
notice in the Federal Register that allows for a thirty-day comment period during which time Nixon
White House staff members and the Nixon estate can contest materials that we propose to release.

In addition to our large volume of textual materials available for public research, the Nixon

Presidential Materials Staff has processed and released, in accordance with PRMPA, its public access
regulations, and the April 1996 Tapes Settlement Agreement, 878 hours of conversations from the Nixon
White House tapes. Pleass refer to page 40 of the Availability List for a description of released Nixon
White House tape recordings. The Tapzs Settlement Agreement provides an estimated timetable for the
archival processing and public release of the Nixon White House tapes over the next few years.
According to the agreement, the tapes are to be released in seven segments: Abusz of Governmental
Power conversations, Cabinet Room conversations, and five chronological segments.

On November 18, 1996, the first releasz under this agreement occurred. It consisted 0of 201 hours of
Abuse of Governmental Power conversation excerpts. The szcond release on Oztober 16, 1997 consisted
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of 154 hours of complete conversation recorded in the Cabinet Room from February 1971 through July
1973. The first chronological release was on October 5, 1999, it consisted of 443 hours of complete
conversations, February through July 1971. Included are conversations recorded in the Oval Office, in
the President’s Old Executive Office Building office, and on his telephones. For additional information
concerning the 1996 Tapes Settlement Agreement and the estimated public release dates for the

remaining segments, please request a copy of the Tapes Settlement Agreement from the Nixon
Presidential Materials Staff,

In response to the most frequently asked questions concerning the availabilit

y of our holdings, we have
prepared the following

question and answer section. Since all questions cannot be answered in this Q
and A section, we would be pleased to address any additional questions you may have conceming our
holdings and how to gain access to them. As director of the Nj
goal will be to provide you ready
manner.

xon Project, I want to ensure you that our
access to our publicly available materials in a prompt and professional

Karl H. Weissenbach
Director, Nixon Presidential Materials Staff
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

The following is a list of questions the Nixon Presidential Materials Staff has received from researchers.
Answers have been provided here for your convenience, though the Staff is always prepared to answer
any further questions that our researchers may pose.

Who may use NARA’s holdings?

Anyone over the age of sixteen can use NARA's holdings. Individuals urder the age of sixteen
must submit a letter of recommendation from either their teacher or prinzipal. It should state the
nature of their research prior to beginning their work. In addition, the undzr age individual must
be accompanied by either a parent or other responsible adult during their us2 of the holdings.

How do I plan for research at the library?

Write or call the library to ask if we have material on your topic. This guide is also available on
the Internet at http://www.nara.gov/nixon . We will consult our finding zids and give you an
assessment of the quantity and quality of material on your topic. This guidz provides basic
information about our collections that are available to the public for reszazch. More detailed
descriptions of the collections are available in the research room and by mail. We can also
provide information about local accommodations and travel directions.

After your arrival at the National Archives at College Park, you will be cizected at the guard’s
desk to the Consultants’ Office in room 1000. The consultants will issue 10 you a researcher’s
card and discuss ths general procedures for research (see also “Regulations for the Public Use of
Records in the National Archives and Records Administration™ [36 CFR 1275]). Next, an
archivist will meet with youtoe
Act (PRMPA) regulations and procedures for use of the Nixon Presiden:izl materials.

What is the best way to begin my research?

We advise all ressarchers to bagin their research with published sources in order to be familiar
with their topic. Since this is an archives, our holdings are maintained ir their original order and
are no: organized by subject. which is the case with library holdings of books. The researcher
should know important dates and names of White House staff members t=2t would have been
involved with thair topic. This information is necessary because many o our collections are
White House Stafr Member and Office Files.
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Can I do research by mail?

We are not staffed to do substantive research, however you can request a copy of this
Availability List and specific scope and content notes with findings aids for all processed
collections by mail, phone or e-mail. If a personal visit is not possible, you may wish to hire a
research assistant. Students at the University of Maryland are available as research assistants.
Please contact the University of Maryland, Department of History at 2115 Francis Scott Key,
College Park, MD 20742 or send a fax to 301-314-9399 with pertinent information.

Are travel and research grants available?

Neither the Nixon Presidential Materials Staff nor the National Archives offers travel or research
grant funds at this time.

What is the best way to determine the extent of material available for public research?

This Availability List, has a brief description of the collections in our holdings which may be
used for research by the public.

Where will I find the most documents that President Nixon annotated or wrote?

President Nixon frequently annotated the News Summaries prepared for him with instructions to
the staff and also his impressions of current news events. Much of his original handwriting is in
the President’s Handwnting File. Both of these series are in the White House Special Files:
Staff Members and Office Files: President’s Office Files.

Can I order copies of audiovisual materials from the Nixon White House?

As part of an agency-wide reappraisal of the mission and goals of the National Archives, the
Nixon Presidential Materials Staff has embarked on a pilot program to privatize the duplication
of reference reproductions of audiovisual materials from its collections (still photographs, motion
film, sound recordings, and videotape). The Nixon Presidential Materials Staff will no longer
collect monies, create invoices, track orders, or provide reproductions crea:ad in-house; these
activities can bz handled more quickly and efficiently by the private sector. Please call or write
the Nixon Presidential Materials Staff to ask for detailed instructions for ordering reproductions
of audiovisual matenals.

Do vou have the letter from Elvis Presley to President INixon and that picture of President Nixon
shaking hands with Elvis Presley?

Yes, the Nixon Presidential Materials Staff has the letter and twenty-eight black and white
photographs of Elvis Presley meeting President Nixon taken by White House Chief Photographer
Oliver F. Atkins. Call or write the Nixon Presidential Materials Staff and ask for detailed
instructior:s on how to order the Elvis photos or the Elvis letter.
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Are the Nixon White House tapes available?

Please see Page 40 of this guide for a description of the tapes currently available. The Nixon
Presidential Materials Staff is currently processing the remaining Nixon White House tapes in
accordance with the provisions of the April 12, 1996 Tapes Settlement Agreement. The text of
the agreement is available from the Federal Register Online via GPO Access
[wais.access.gpo.gov] or by request.

How can I get copies or transcripts of the White House tapes?

The tapes are available for public listening in Room 4000 of the National Archives at College
Park, MD, from 8:45 am to 4:30 pm, Monday through Friday, except Federal holidays. For more
information, see Page 40 of this guide or go to the Nixon Tapes website at
http://www.nara.gov/nixon/tapes .

The National Archives and Records Administration does not transcibe taped conversations unless
directed to by Court order or in response to special access requests. Currently, we have
transcripts for three conversations discussing Prisoners of War/Missing in Action and portions of
conversations regarding automobile safety, demonstrations, and Wounded Knee. Additionally,
the Watergate Special Prosecution Force produced transcripts of the tapes that were subpoenaed
during the Watergate investigation. These transcripts are available at .50 per page. Please call or
write the Nixon Presidential Materials Staff for an order form.

Hovw shall I cite material found at the Nixon Presidential Materials Staff?

Type of document; names of sender and recipient, or title of document; date; folder title or White
House Central File Code; box number; collection title; Richard M. Nixon Presidential Materials
Staff, National Archives at College Park, MD.

Examples:

Memo; John Dean to President Nixon; 15 July 1972; folder Memoranda to the President,
July 1972: White House Special Files: Staff Member and Office Files: John Dean; Box
63; Richard M. Nixon Presidential Materials Staff at College Park, MD.

Letter; President’s meeting with Ambassador Smith; 22 March 1972; folder FO 3-1
Executive; White House Central Files; Richard M. Nixon Presidential Materials Staff at
College Park, MD.

Can I request declassification of security classified material?

Researchers may requsast the mandatory review of security classified materials. Each item must be
clearly identified by the requester. In the records, the document withdrawal citations (pink sheets)
provide sufficient information to initiate a mandatory review. The National Archives and Records
Administration acts as the facilitator of the review process; the declassification is done by the
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originating agencies or agencies with an interest in each document. Instructions for the Mandatory
Review process can be found on Page 33 of this guide.

Can I order document reproductions by mail? !

Document reproductions can be ordered at the current standard fee set by the National Archives.
However, citations must be specific. Our staff cannot select documents for you.

How does copyright law affect research?

The copyright law of the United States, Title 17 USC, governs the making of electrostatic copies,
photographic prints, and audio and video tape recordings of copyrighted material. Under certain
conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives may furnish reproductions. One specified
condition is that the reproduction of copyrighted material is not to be used for any purpose other than
private study, scholarship, or research. If a user makes a request for, or later uses a reproduction for,
purposes beyond those of “fair use”, that user may be liable for copyright infringement. This

institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a reproduction order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of
the order would involve violation of copyright law.

The Nixon Presidential Materials Staff, nor the National Archives, does not have legal authority to
rule on questions of copyright. The Library of Congress’ Copyright Office will, for a fee, research
the copyright status of audiovisual materials made available from the Nixon Presidential Materials
Staff and the National Archives.

Does NARA have reference material?

Researchers are welcome to use the Research Library located on the third floor of the Research
Complex at Archives II.
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TEXTUAL MATERIALS

The Nixon Presidential Materials Staff has processed and made available for public research a portion of
the Nixon textual records. The total volume of textual materials open to the public is approximately
2,258 cubic feet. These materials consist of the White House Special Files and segments from the White
House Subject Files, and the Staff Member and Office Files (SMOF's). In 1987, certain documents were
withdrawn in response to objections raised by former President Richard M. Nixon. After re-review and
‘authorization from the Presidential Materials Review Board and the Nixon Estate, these materials,
commonly referred to as the “contested documents”, are now available to researchers. See the October
17, 1996, press release regarding the opening of these contested materials.

White House Special Files: Staff Member and Office Files (602 cubic feet)

In September 1972, the Special Files Unit was created within the White House complex to provide a
storage location for materials that were removed from the White House Central Files: Subject Files and
from selected White House Central Files: Staff Member and Office Files because the material was
considered sensitive. The Special Files were designed to provide a high level of security for sensitive
material, personal material, and material with the President's handwriting. The Special Files Unit was
completely independent of the White House Central Files organization.

The following is a listing and brief description of the Special Files: Staff Member and Office Files:

DESMOND J. BARKER, JR. 1971-73 (I cubic foot)
Desmond Barker was a Special Assistant to the President who functioned as Charles W. Colson's
deputy. His primary responsibility was the preparation of the White House News Planning
Calendar. The files reflect the scheduling and planning of the Nixon administration's news
activities.

JOHN R. BROWN, III 1969-71 (1 cubic foot)
John Brown was a White House staft assistant on the staff of H. R. Haldeman. The documents in
these files pertain to White House "action memos" or personnel staffing matters.

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 1969-72 (9 cubic feet)
Patrick Buchanan was a Special Assistant to the President. Buchanan's responsibilities included
the preparation of daily news summaries, gathering of background information for presidential
press conferences, and political campaign data.

STEPHEN B. BULL 1969-73 (2 cubic feet)
Stephen Bull was a Special Assistant to the President and Appointments Secretary. The office
files relate to scheduling and appointments procedures, public relations efforts, and off-year
election campaign strategy of the Nixon White House during the period of 1969-73.
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ALEXANDER P. BUTTERFIELD 1969-73 (3 cubic feet)
Alexander Butterfield was on the staff of H. R. Haldeman and had the title of Deputy Assistant to

the President. He was the chief administrative officer in the White House and in this capacity he
coordinated or supervised numerous White House operations. Although Butterfield had oversight
responsibility for the installation and operation of the White House taping system, the files do
not include information pertaining to it; they do include references to his other administrative

duties.

J. FRED BUZHARDT  1970-73 (2 cubic feet)
Fred Buzhardt succeeded John W. Dean as Counsel to the President on Mav 10, 1973. The files

identified with Buzhardt's name are actually materials that were brought forward for his use.
Many of the documents were created or received by John Dean and concern the various activities

of the Counsel to the President.

DWIGHT L. CHAPIN 1969-73 (14 cubic feet)
Dwight Chapin was the President's Appointments Secretary. In addition to scheduling, Chapin

was responsible for supervising Presidential advance men and acting as liaison between the
White House and media consultants. The Chapin files reflect all aspects of his job.

CHARLES W. COLSON 1969-73 (45 cubic feet)
Charles Colson was Special Counsel to the President. He was responsible for political liaison

with organized groups whose objectives were compatible with those of the Nixon administration.
His duties also included lobbying on behalf of the administration and political analysis.

JOHN W.DEAN, IIT 1970-73 (37 cubic feet)
John Dean was Counsel to the President. The files contain information on proposed legislation
and treaties, establishment of Presidential commissions and appointments, granting of pardons,
and commentary on conflict of interest laws as well as the My Lai incident (Lt. William Calley),

anti-war protest demonstrations, Watergate, and many other topics.

HARRY S. DENT 1969-72 (4 cubic feet)
Harry Dent was Deputy Counsel and Special Counsel to the President. Dent's responsibilities
included liaison with the southern states (the "South") and Federal agencies. The collection
contains material related to the school busing issue, the nomination of Clerment Haynsworth to

the Supreme Court, the support of Congressional candidates, and textile industry issues.

JOHN D. EHRLICHMAN 1969-73 (23 cubic feet)
John Ehrlichman was Counsel to the President and Assistant to the Presidznt for Domestic

Affairs. The collection includes a full set of his handwritten notes taken during meetings with
President Nixon. Other material relates to functions of the Domestic Council, Supreme Court
nominations, reorganization of the Executive Branch, welfare reform, drafts of presidential

speeches, and Watergate.

MICHAEL J. FARRELL 1969-74 (1 cubic foot)

Page 10



ilageey e ey
FEAR A

INIXON PRESIDENTIAL MATERIALS STAFF T

Michael Farrell was responsible for arranging White House tours and other visitor related special
events.

PETER M. FLANIGAN 1969-74 (5 cubic feet)
Peter Flanigan was an Assistant to the President. His responsibilities focused primarily on
economic, commercial, and financial issues. He was also the Executive Director of the Council
on International Economic Policy (CIEP) and was involved in the selection process of
individuals for non-career diplomatic posts. The Special Files include some docurnentation of
each of his responsibilities.

DAVID R. GERGEN 1969-72 (1 cubic foot)
David Gergen was a Staff Assistant to the President and reported directly to Raymond K. Price,
Director of the Office of Research and Messages. The material consists of presidential action
requests and memoranda with Arthur F. Burns, Counselor to the President.

ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR. 1969-74 (16 cubic feet)
Alexander Haig was Senior Military Assistant to the President, Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs, and the White House Chief of Staff. The collection consists of
material relating to his duties as White House Chief of Staff, except for the speech files from his
previous positions. Topics include foreign policy, national defense, Watergate, and White House
personnel.

H. R. HALDEMAN 1969-73 (140 cubic feet)
H. R. Haldeman was President Nixon's Chief of Staff; however, his official title was Assistant to
the President. The extensive files provide detailed information on the planning of the President's
schedule, instructions to staff members from the President, advice from staff members to the
President, and numerous other areas in which Haldeman was involved.

EDWIN L. HARPER 1970-73 (1 cubic foot)
Dr. Edwin Harper was a Special Assistant to the President and Assistant Director of the
Domestic Council. Included is material relating to revenue sharing and Presidential appearances.

DAVID C. HOOPES 1972-74 (10 cubic feet)
David Hoopes was a Special Assistant to the President with responsibilities for the preparation of
briefings and follow-up materials for the President's meetings and special projects for the Staff
Secretary. Much of the material consists of briefing papers.

W. RICHARD HOWARD 1970-74 (2 cubic feet)
Richard Howard was Staff Assistant to Charles W. Colson. He worked in public relations with a
concentration on professional and trade organizations and the "New American Majority." The
files reflect Howard's public relations efforts and public opinion polls.

KENNETH L. KHACHIGIAN 1970-73 (10 cubic feet)
Kenneth Khachigian was Staff Assistant to Herbert G. Klein, Staff Assistant to the President, and
Deputy Assistant to the President. His responsibilities mainly included writing speeches or other
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documents and public relations. He spcnt much of his time working on the 1972 re-elcctxon
campaign, activities that are reflected in the files.

HERBERT G. KLEIN 1969-73 (3 cubic feet)
Herb Klein was the Director of Communications for the Executive Branch. In this capacity he

coordinated the public relations activities of the White House and the Federal agencies. The
Special Files contain only a small segment of the overall Klein files in the custody of the Nixon
Presidential Materials Project. The Special Files segments of Klein materials consist primarily of

memoranda with the President or H. R. Haldeman.

THOMAS C. KOROLOGOS 1974 (1 cubic foot)
Tom Korologos was Deputy Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs. The material in the

Special Files is only a small percentage of the files received or created by him. The files consist
primarily of handwritten notes of contacts with members of Congress, vote tally sheets, and

scheduling documents.

EGIL KROGH, JR. 1969-74 (26 cubic feet)
Egil Krogh was the Deputy Counsel to the President and later, Deputy Assistant to the President

for Domestic Affairs. His responsibilities included drugs, crime, law enforcement, housing,
government reorganization, and transportation. The files record each of these responsibilities.

FREDERIC V. MALEK 1969-73 (I cubic foot)
Frederic Malek was Special Assistant for Personnel. In this capacity he recruited and evaluated

candidates for Presidential and other high-level appointed positions. His files pertain primarily to

personnel matters.

PETER E. MILLSPAUGH 1969-72 (1 cubic foot)
Peter Millspaugh was a Deputy Special Assistant to the President. He worked for Harry S. Dent

and was responsible for coordination of Republican Party activities and the White House. The

files reflect such matters as assistance in congressional elections, appointments, and personnel

files.

TERRENCE O'DONNELL 1973-74 (1 cubic foot))
Terrence O'Donnell was an advance man during the 1972 campaign and in the Advance Office

after the re-election of President Nixon. He then served as Staff Assistant to H. R. Haldeman and
Deputy Special Assistant to the President, Office of Presidential Appearances and Scheduling.
The materials in the Special Files comprise a single series and date 1973-74. They pertain to the

development of the President's daily and weekly schedules.
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PETER G. PETERSON 1969-74 (1 cubic foot)
Peter Peterson was Assistant to the President for International Economic Affairs and Executive
Director of the Council on International Economic Policy (CIEP). These Special Files primarily
concern the Nixon administration's efforts to establish import quotas for Far Eastern textile
products. Included in the files are materials pertaining to Ambassador-at-Large David M.
Kennedy's trip to negotiate a formal textile quota pact with Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and Hong
Kong.

PRESIDENT'S OFFICE FILES 1969-74 (38 cubic feet)
The President's Office Files consist of materials that were seen, annotated by the President, or
which record his daily activities. The two series within this group that are most closely
associated with the President are the Handwriting File and the Annotated News Summaries. The
files also include memoranda prepared by White House staff members who attended meetings
with the President.

PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL FILES 1969-74 (65 cubic feet)
The President's Personal Files were maintained by the President's personal secretary, Rose Mary
Woods, and includes documents that the President personally considered. It includes transcripts
of memoranda dictated by the President, correspondence with long-time supporters of the
President, speech files, and social files.

JOHN A. SCALI 1971-73 (3 cubic feet)
John Scali was a Special Assistant to the President. His responsibilities included advising on
communications policy relating to foreign affairs. The files include documentation of campaigns,
foreign policy, and defense advice.

GEOFFREY C. SHEPARD 1969-73 (1 cubic foot) :
Geoffrev Shepard was an Associate Director on the Domestic Council Staff. The files reflect his

responsibilities in the areas of the problems of drug abuse and crime.

HUGH W. SLOAN, JR. 1969-70 (Il cubic foot)
Hugh Sloan was a Staff Assistant to the President. He was in charge of appointments and

scheduling and he worked for Dwight L. Chapin. The files provide information on scheduling the
President's participation in events.

SPECIAL STAFF FILES 1969-74 (3 cubic feet)
The Special Staff Files were collected from various staft members who did not have a larger file
group in the Special Files: Staff Member and Office Files. This group consists of selected
materials from nineteen staff members and concerns diverse topics. It includes two boxes of
material from George H. W. Bush relating to his appointment as ambassador to the United

Nations.
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STAFF SECRETARY 1969-74 (75 cubic feet)
The Office of the Staff Secretary was the main point of contact and coordination for all
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